
Our Kids are Worth 
It!

Philadelphia’s Tax on Sweetened 
Beverages to fund Pre-K and 
Rebuild our Child Play and 
Learning Public Spaces 



Campaign Timeline 

2013 - Statewide Pre-K for Pa Campaign Launched; Creating Demand 
for Public Investment

2014 – Campaign for Governor – Pre-K is an top tier issue

2014-2017 – $100 million in new state dollars for Pre-K

2015 – Pre-K Ballot Question Test Voter Support – 80% yes votes

2016 – Mayor’s Race  - Pre-K is a top tier issue; winning candidate 
committed to funding universal Pre-K

February, 2016 – Mayor’s 1st Address to Council Proposes Soda Tax for 
Pre-K

April, 2016 – Mayor and Council joint Commission defines Universal 
Pre-k and Identify Financing Options including Sweetened Beverage Tax 
(http://www.phila.gov/universalprek/Documents/Recommendations%
20Report.pdf)

June, 2016 – Council Imposes Soda Tax 

January, 2017 – January enrollment of 1st 2000 slots begins 



In 2015 We Showed the 

Political Capital Gain

• 124,000 voters voted “yes” on ballot question 
four, the most votes in favor of a ballot 
measure since 2007. 

• More people voted in favor of Universal Pre-
K than five of the primary candidates for 
Mayor combined!   Got nearly as many votes 
as the Mayoral Primary winner

• The Ballot measure 4 won approval in every 
ward in Philadelphia, garnering more than 
90% of the vote in some. 



What did we get ?

Philadelphia’s Sweetened Beverage Tax 

▪ 1.5 centers per ounce

▪ Applies to all sweetened beverages and syrups, 
sweetened concentrates use to make a beverage 
regardless of whether the sweetener is sugar or a 
diet sweetener

▪ The tax is collected from distributor, defined as any 
person who sells sweetened beverages to a retain 
store or restaurant/bar



Revenues

Tax imposed as of February 20, 2017

Total Projected Revenue from the Tax - $89 
million a year –current expected revenue 
$72 million annually 

Total Revenue Tacking Close to Estimate

Amount for Pre-K - $65 million per year

At full-scale will fund 6,500 slots annually 
and support provider TA and workforce 
training of the ECE labor force 



Philadelphia Pre-K 

▪ Any child ages 3-5 years old
▪ No income requirements
▪ Providers selected based on PA QRIS – STAR 

3 or 4, Head Start, NAEYC accreditation, 
lower quality providers given 18 months to 
reach  STAR 3 with TA

▪ Providers were selected based on quality, 
stability, and location (with a bias toward 
high poverty census tracks that have a 
shortage of high quality childcare/prek

▪ Standard $8,500 payment, per child, school 
day/school year

▪ Providers are paid via contract for a 
specified slot level



Phila Mayor Visiting Dozens Of New Pre-K’s



A Rising Tide 

of Integrated 

Funding 


